
Hi Representatives! Dee Dreslough, happy Mansfield resident here.  
I just read about the proposed bill SB 832 which proposes banning the feeding of potentially 

dangerous wildlife. The problem is, the bill bans feeding felidae and canidae, which is too broad. 

I do trap-neuter-release of feral and abandoned cats. Food is integral to the trapping process, 

which allows us to fix them and give them shots, creating a bulwark of immunized animals to 

stop the transmission of rabies. Real wild animals I agree should not be fed (Raccoons, bears, 

coyotes, etc.)  

The same problem applies with trapping stray/feral dogs. When they are frightened, dogs "go 

wild" in their heads. Food in a trap is often the only way to recapture them. These are normal 

dogs - happy go lucky household pets - but if they get lost, they revert to instinct and even their 

owners can't call them in. Remote feeding the trapping is vital here. Please edit the bill to omit 

feral domestic cats and dogs, and stray cats and dogs. Food is the tool that allows us to help 

them. I think if we explicitly exempt strays/ferals of popular domestic pet species, that would be 

good. Thank you! - Dee Dreslough, 18 Westwood Road, Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268 

ddreslough@gmail.com dee@dreslough.com 860-341-1995 The Bristol animal shelter and 

Friends of Feral Cheshire Cats also makes some good points: "  
Friends of Feral Cheshire Cats 

Yesterday at 7:03pm ·  

IMPORTANT CALL TO ACTION. Please send an opposition email to this bill as written. It would make it ILLEGAL TO 
FEED FERAL CATS. 

WILDLIFE BILL, ACTION EMAIL #2 of 2 -- please email TODAY (Mon, 2/20) or by early afternoon on Wed (2/22) 
Email to: envtestimony@cga.ct.gov cc: [your state rep and state senator] 

Suggested email (copying and pasting is fine): 

February 22, 2017 

Dear Co-Chair Kennedy, Co-Chair Miner, Co-Chair Demicco, Vice Chair Flexer, Vice Chair Gresko, Vice Chair 
Somers, Ranking Member Harding, and Honorable Members of the Environment Committee, 

Please accept this public hearing testimony in OPPOSITION to SB 832. 

I care about animals, including wildlife, and I vote. I strongly support and promote humane resolutions to conflicts with 
wildlife and preventative measures to minimize risk of such conflicts. 

I oppose SB 832 as currently written for the following 4 reasons: 1) SB 832 does not address the major sources of 
habituation (e.g., accessible garbage, pet food left outside, certain types of bird feeders)! As currently written, SB 832 
does not serve to address the issue of conflicts with potentially dangerous wildlife; 

2) SB 832 would unfairly penalize those who care for community cats. Sec. 1 (e), which defines "potentially 
dangerous animal" for purposes of this section, includes "felidae," a broad family of felids that includes domestic cats. 
Community cat caregivers provide a public service at oftentimes great personal expense, reducing cat overpopulation 
through TNR (trap, neuter, return) programs, a science-based approach that has been proven effective. Absence of 
this public service would generate a near-immediate outcome of overcrowded conditions and stretched resources at 
animal control agencies and shelters. Rather than penalizing these generous caregivers, and stretching the already 
strapped animal care infrastructure, emphasis should instead be placed on proactive solutions, like laws and 
ordinances that focus on incentivizing spay/neuter and humane management programs for community cats; 

3) SB 832 would be unpopular and unenforceable. Sec. 1 (e) contains the biological family names "felidae" and 
"canidae," which include domestic cats and domestic dogs. Inclusion of these categories would be hugely unpopular 
with Connecticut voters, and as a practical matter, unenforceable; and 
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4) Unlike last year's bill (2016's HB 5315), SB 832 makes no provision for education, and public education is precisely 
what is indicated here. 

Substitute language should be considered that would address the matter of habituation and conflict prevention 
through public education on how to coexist with coyotes and bears. DEEP should partner with The Humane Society 
of the United States (a trusted leader in the fight to protect wildlife through community engagement) to develop 
educational materials that are effective, humane, science-based, and sustainable, and provide that such educational 
materials include the topics of removal of attractants and hazing techniques. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Yours truly, [your name] [your town]" 

 

 


